
INTERNATIONAL 
1) Global Onchocerciasis Network for Elimination 
• Senegal hosts first meeting of World Health Organisation’s (WHO) initiative 

Global Onchocerciasis Network for Elimination.
• The GONE, launched in January 2023, empower countries to accelerate progress 

towards onchocerciasis targets set in 2030 Neglected Tropical Disease roadmap of 
WHO.

• Onchocerciasis, commonly known as “river blindness”, is caused by parasitic worm 
Onchocerca volvulus

NATIONAL 
1) International Cruise Liner from Mumbai
• Union Minister of Ports, Shipping & Waterways and AYUSH, Shri Sarbananda 

Sonowal, flagged off the maiden voyage of Costa Serena, India’s first International 
Cruise Liner from Mumbai.

• Maritime India Vision 2030: Aiming to establish India as the premier cruise hub in 
the Asia Pacific region.

• Sagarmala Programme: Active consideration of cruise tourism and lighthouse 
tourism projects, promoting maritime states’ tourism.

2) India and UAE signed MoU
• India and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) have signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding aimed at bolstering their educational cooperation.
• Both countries will share educational information, facilitating better collaboration 

and coordination in the field of education.
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3) India and Italy sign Mobility and Migration Partnership Agreement 
• India’s External Affairs Minister, Dr. S. Jaishankar, held a meeting with Italy’s 

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, Antonio Tajani, in Rome. 
• The discussion aimed at strengthening the strategic partnership between India and 

Italy, exploring opportunities in various sectors, and addressing global issues.

4) State Food Safety Index 
• The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India released the State Food Safety 

Index (SFSI) 2022-2023.
• The latest index introduced a new parameter, “Improvement in SFSI Rank”.

5) “World Food India 2023”
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi officially opened the second edition of ‘World Food 

India 2023’ at Bharat Mandapam, Pragati Maidan, New Delhi.
• PM Modi inaugurated the ‘Food Street’ as part of World Food India 2023. This 

unique feature will showcase regional cuisines and India’s rich culinary heritage.
• ‘Exponential Food Processing: Positioning India as Global Hub’ is one of the focus 

pillars of WFI 2023.

6) National Dam Safety Authority
• The National Dam Safety Authority has criticised the Kaleshwaram project's 

planning and design for Medigadda Barrage's failure.
• The National Dam Safety Authority is a Statutory authority established under Dam 

Safety Act 2021.



BUSINESS AND ECONOMY 
1) State Bank of India in Trincomalee 
• Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated a new branch of the State Bank 

of India in Trincomalee in Sri Lanka. 
• India and Sri Lanka held the 12th round of discussions related to the Economic and 

Technology Cooperation Agreement (ETCA).

APPOINTMENTS 
1) Chairman of the Shree Somnath Trust 
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been elected as the chairman of the Shree 

Somnath Trust for a five-year term.

GEOGRAPHY & ENVIRONMENT 
1) Ecological Threat Report 2023
• The Ecological Threat report is released by Institute for Economics & Peace. The 

institute Headquarters is located in Sydney.
• The report focuses on four categories of threat that are directly related to drivers of 

conflict. 
• 42 countries facing severe food insecurity and more than 65% of population not able 

to afford food in past year.

2) Gundla Brahmeswaram Wildlife Sanctuary
• Gundla Brahmeswaram Wildlife Sanctuary is a protected area, situated between 

Kurnool and Prakasam districts in Andhra Pradesh.
• It lies between two hill passes known as "Mantralamma kanuma" and "Nandi 

kanuma".



IMPORTANT DAYS
1) International Day for Biosphere Reserves
• The International Day for Biosphere Reserves is observed on November 3rd.  The 

day is established by UNESCO during its 41st General Conference in 2022.
• India currently has 18 notified biosphere reserves.

2) World Tsunami Awareness Day
• The World Tsunami Awareness Day is observed on November 5th. Tsunamis are 

natural disasters of immense destructive power, often caused by underwater 
disturbances like earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, landslides, and even 
extraterrestrial collisions.

OBITUARY 
1) Ken Mattingly
• Ken Mattingly, the renowned astronaut best known for his vital role in the safe 

return of the damaged Apollo 13 spacecraft to Earth, has passed away at the age of 
87.


